
Massachusetts Invasive Aquatic Species (Animals) 

European sea squirt: Ascidiella aspersa 

Sheath tunicate: Botrylloides violaceus  

Star tunicate: Botryllus schlosseri 

Purple bushy bryozoans: Bugula neritina  

Skeleton shrimp: Caprella mutica 

Green Crab: Carcinus maenas  

Orange striped anemone: Diadumene lineate 

Colonial tunicate: Didemnum vexillum 

Colonial tunicate: Diplosoma listerianum 

Asian shore crab: Hemigrapsus sanguineus  

Lacy crust: Membranipora membranacea 

European oyster: Ostrea edulis 

European rock shrimp: Palaemon elegans 

Club tunicate: Styela clava  

Purple marsh crab: Sesarma reticulatum 

Asian shorecrab: Hemigrapsus sanguineus  

Red eared slider: Trachemys scripta elegans 

Massachusetts Invasive Aquatic Species (Plants) 

Green fleece: Codium fragile 

Red algae: Grateloupia turuturu 

Hydrocoleum: Hydrocoleum lyngbyaceum 

Potential Invader 

Corella eumyota 

Eriocheir sinensis 



Hemigrapsus takanoi  

Rapana venosa  

Sargassum muticum  

Synidotea laevidorsalis  

Undaria pinnatifida  

 

Freshwater Invasive/ Threats- Plants 

Variable Milfoil: Myriophyllum heterophyllum 

Eurasian Milfoil: Myriophyllum spicatum 

Fanwort: Cabomba caroliniana 

Curly-leaved Pondweed: Potamogeton crispus 

European Naiad: Najas minor 

Water Chestnut: Trapa natans 

Purple Loosestrife: Lythrum salicaria 

Common Reed: Phragmites australis 

South American Waterweed: Egeria densa 

Hydrilla: Hydrilla verticillate 

Parrot Feather: Myriophyllum aquaticum 

Yellow Floating Heart: Nymphoides peltata 

Freshwater Invasive/ Threats- Animals 

Zebra Mussel: Dreissena polymorpha 

Asian Clam: Corbicula 

Spiny Water Flea: Bythotrephes cederstroemi 

Fish Hook Flea: Cercopagis pengoi 

Northern Snakehead Fish: Channa argus 



 

Useful links-  

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/identifying-marine-invasive-species-in-massachusetts 
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